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Circular     15/2003 
 
TEN 1/5 
TEN 1/10/1 
 
31 October 2003 
 
 
All Owners, Managers and  
Representatives of Ships flying the Cyprus flag 
 
 
Subject :    Employment of Pakistani Seafarers on Cyprus Flag Ships 
 
I wish to inform you that from 7-9 October 2003  delegations of the Ministry of 
Communications and Works of Cyprus and of the Ministry of Communications of 
Pakistan held negotiations in Islamabad, Pakistan, for the conclusion of a bilateral 
Agreement of Cooperation in Merchant Shipping between the two countries.  The 
agreed text was initialed by the heads of the two delegations and the Agreement is 
expected to be signed and enter into force early in 2004. 
 
One of the articles of the Agreement concerns the employment of qualified 
seafarers of the one country on the ships of the other.  The relevant article, as 
agreed above, reads as follows: 
 
Quote 
 
Article 14 
 
1. For the safe manning of vessels of the one Contracting Party with qualified 

personnel, shipowners of that Contracting Party may engage, in accordance 
with its relevant laws and regulations, qualified nationals of the other Contracting 
Party.  The terms of employment of such nationals on these vessels shall be 
approved by the appropriate authorities of the seamen´s country.  In this regard 
both Contracting Parties shall exert their best efforts to ensure that these terms 
of employment are adhered to. 

 
2. Any dispute arising out of the respective contract of employment between a 

shipowner of the one Contracting Party and a seaman of the other Contracting 
Party, shall be referred for settlement solely to the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
competent courts or the appropriate authorities of either Contracting Party. 

 
Unquote 
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Furthermore, the Pakistani Authorities brought to our attention the attached 
notification whereby a 25 percent rebate on port dues will be allowed to foreign flag 
ships which are manned by Pakistani crew to the extent of at least 80 percent.  In 
addition, they confirmed that Pakistani seafarers are not allowed to claim wages 
after their engagement, other than those stated on their contract of employment. 
 
As you have already been notified (Circular 26/2001 dated 19.12.2001) Pakistan is 
on the IMO white list of countries which give full and complete effect to the STCW, 
78 Convention, as amended, and Cyprus recognizes the certificates of competency 
issued by Pakistan. 
 
 
 
S. S. Serghiou 
Director 
Department of Merchant Shipping 
 
CC:   Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Communications and Works 
         Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
         Maritime Offices of the Department of Merchant Shipping abroad 
         Diplomatic and Consular Missions  of the Republic 
         Honorary Consular Officers of the Republic 
         Cyprus Shipping Council 
         Union of Cypriot Shipowners 
         Cyprus Shipping Association (Sea Rovers) Ltd 
         Cyprus Bar Association 
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